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Research
To obtain data, a survey was devised to collect 
people’s thoughts and concerns involving crafts 
at risk. Through the survey, organizers asked 
craft producers, makers, and builders to provide 
feedback on the current state of the heritage 
craft they were most familiar with. The survey 
covered topics such as the number of makers 
currently practising specific skills, and issues 
limiting the health of craft in the province. 

To start a community conversation and spread 
the word about the craft at risk project, Heritage 
NL held three public sessions. From these 
sessions and surveys, we received valuable input 
from community members on what heritage 
crafts they felt are at risk and to what extent they 
are endangered.

The Heritage NL Craft at Risk List 2021 aims to 
assess the current viability of traditional heritage 
crafts in Newfoundland and Labrador. This work 
also aims to: 
 - create a list of heritage crafts accompanied by 
information about each craft and active 
practitioners
- identify those crafts which are most at risk of 
disappearing

In 2019, Heritage NL developed the Heritage 
Craft at Risk Survey. The project was based on 
the UK Radcliffe Red List of Endangered Crafts, 
which was designed to serve as a starting point to 
encourage further interest and research 
expanding knowledge of the heritage crafts 
sector. 

The UK Radcliffe List of Endangered Crafts 
defines a heritage craft as “a practice which 
employs manual dexterity and skills and an 
understanding of traditional materials, design and 
techniques, and which has been practised for two 
or more successive generations” (Bertram 
2017:3). 

Training for Practitioners:
Dry Stone Walling - “Small base of people 
practicing the skill. There are many stone 
contractors who work with stone in other ways 
besides walling.”

Access to Materials: 
Tufting - “No access to dried caribou or moose 
hide, so no specialized materials are available to 
make the craft.”

Marketing:
Needlepoint/Embroidery - “Market limitations 
seriously affect the viability of needlepoint as a 
profession.”

Public Education:
Bark Tanning - “Very few people see the need for 
barking in the current day.”

Costs / Taxation: 
Quilting - “Cost of fabric is just too expensive.”

Globalization:
Knitting - “People used to learn from their 
mothers and grandmothers, now they learn from 
the internet.”

Recommendations
Networking to promote the spread of 
traditional skills and general awareness of the 
crafts in NL. 

Documentation to allow for a better 
understanding of learning processes and craft 
needs in the future. 

Entrepreneurial Skills Development to 
address issues like marketing, costs/taxation, 
etc. 

Accessible Workshops / Training 
Opportunities for Beginners to allow for the 
transmission of traditional skills and 
knowledge.

Mentor-Apprentice Program that allows deep 
learning of endangered skills.

Issues Affecting the Viability of Heritage CraftsIssues Affecting the 
Viability of Heritage Crafts

Mentor-Apprentice Program
Seeing a need Heritage NL developed a one-on-one immersion program that provides funding 
up to $10,000 to support the teaching of endangered crafts and skills from an established 
mentor to an apprentice craftsperson or tradesperson. The craft or skill funded must be listed 
as critically endangered or endangered on Heritage NL Craft at Risk List 2021.

The Mentor-Apprentice Program also includes documentation by Heritage NL.

 
“People used to learn from 

their mothers and 
grandmothers, now they learn 

from the internet.”

Are you an audio-visual learner? Use 
this QR code to see a short 2 minute 

video about the Heritage NL 
Craft at Risk List 2021 and the 
Mentor-Apprentice Program!


